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Reserves are protected for:
• Long-term research and monitoring
• Education
• Resource stewardship

Locally relevant…. 
Nationally significant!



What’s in a Name?

October 20th, 1997

Dedicated in 
honor of 

Jacques Y. 
Cousteau 

by Congressman 
Saxton







Living 
Laboratory 

& 
Classroom



Our Mission:
To improve the 
management of New Jersey 
coastal environments and 
communities through 
science, education and 
stewardship.



Partners





Sandy: Changed the Coastal Conversation





Storm Surge





Storm Surge



BFE



Advisory BFEs



FIRMS and PFIRMS 



Green Infrastructure









Awareness of Change
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Smarter Than The Storm



Use of Science to Inform 
Decision Making





Sea Level Rise Estimates for New Jersey



Existing Tools











Varied Coastline





Partners



Resilience Partners.



Municipal 
Members
• Land use Planners
• Hazard Mitigation

Planners
• Floodplain Managers
• Emergency Managers
• Stormwater Managers
• Natural Resource 

Managers
• Municipal Engineers
• Town Administrators
• Construction 
Code Official
• Environmental

Commissioners
• Clerks



Community



Public Engagement



The Next 
Generation



Holistic Incorporation 



Municipal 
Plans

• Master Plan
• All-Hazards Mitigation Plan
• Floodplain Management 
Plan
• Evacuation Plan
• Emergency Response Plan
• Continuity of Operations 
Plan
• Disaster Recovery Plan
• Open Space Plan
• Stormwater Management 
Plan



Cultural



Economic



Social



Arts



Threated and 
Endangered



Grey Infrastructure



Hardened Structures





Green Infrastructure











Short-term & Long-term





Hazard Mitigation Implementation



Long-Term



Agencies, Orgs, Academia



Agencies, Orgs, Academia...



Ongoing State Efforts





COORDINATION MOVING FORWARD
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

NEW STATE RESILIENCE PLAN



Willingness to Adapt
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